ii May
Ras Getatchu, and Ras Seyyum, entered Addis Ababa from
Entotto. He left the remainder of his Imperial Guard at Fiche,
which is part of Ras Kassa's fief south of the Blue Nile. Pre-
viously his White Russian adviser, Konovaloff, had reported
to him his views about their demoralisation and the impossi-
bility of combining them with the new levies, and the Emperor
listened attentively, as he has always listened to any European
who has shown any spark of intelligence. The army at Fiche,
which numbered 10,000 on Wednesday last [29 April], was in
fact dwindling rapidly, the Addis Ababans were returning
homewards, and the rest forming shjfta bands.
"The Emperor entered Addis Ababa in the afternoon, imme-
diately meeting his Crown Council. As usual during those last
days, after the occupation of Dessic, these people were hopeless,
indecisive, incapable. Their inactivity before the Emperor's
arrival had already opened the pass of Tarmaber to the Italian
mechanised troops, and the young Ethiopians grumbled and
cursed, but did nothing to repair the damage. It was then that
I first saw despair and fatalism as parts of the Ethiopian
character.
"Nobody stirred a hand to defend the city at Tarmaber, and
what reinforcements had been sent out to Captain Tamm, the
Swedish officer in charge of the pass, never arrived. Either they
had been sent without provisions, or were unwilling men who
were not eager to risk the hostility of the local population.
Though completely untrue, it was widely believed in Addis
Ababa in those days that the G alias, who had sacked Dessie the
day after I left there, were now very near Addis Ababa.
"At the Tarmaber Pass, a few companies could have held up
the Italian mechanised advance, but the Council by themselves
could not dispatch them. Only the Emperor himself could put
enthusiasm and organisation into the Addis Ababa troops. The
tragedy of the whole situation was that he arrived two days too
late. Nevertheless, on Friday [i May] the Emperor, on his own
initiative, ordered the war drums to roll at the palace and an
Imperial taezas (decree) was read out commanding the troops*
of Ras Getatchu, Governor of Kafa, and Dedjasmatch Man-
gosha, Governor of Saio, in Western Wallega, and a high officer,,
to march out against the enemy. The decree was received with
acclamation by 1,000 Shoans, who went under their chiefs to
palaver, but the demoralisation had gone too far and nobody
else obeyed.
"That was in the Great Gibbi (palace), over which, for the
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